
Kevin Wong
Desert Institute 
Director 
Making A Difference
At the beginning of the pandemic, I decided 
that I needed to change the frequency of my 
monthly newsletter, which reaches an audi-
ence of over 2,000, to a weekly newsletter.  
The reason for this change was to show our 
concern and interest in our customers who 
support the Desert Institute.  We regularly 
asked questions of our audience as to how 
they were coping with the pandemic, their 
greatest fears and what hope they had.  By 
strengthening our communications, we 
remained relevant, even though all of our 
in-person outdoor educational programs had 
ceased.  We then shifted to virtual programs 
and our audiences responded with grati-
tude.  Now that our outdoor programs have 
returned, so have our course participants

Scott Wolf
Coachella Valley Rescue Mission 
Development Manager 
Making A Difference
Every day I see people who are in different 
stages of rebuilding their lives, having been 
broken, shattered, needing help when they 
have been at their most vulnerable. To be 
a part of the process that assists them in 
achieving victories, both private and public is 
the most rewarding thing I have ever done in 
my professional life. It is a privilege to be part 
of a team that saves lives one life at a time.

Greg Wetmore
UCPIE 
President/CEO 
Making A Difference
UCPIE continues to support our special 
needs families and our staff throughout the 
pandemic by focusing on keeping everyone 
safe and socially connected. After school 
and summer programs moved to Zoom with 
great success. Family counseling helped 
families deal with the additional stresses of 
the pandemic. Adaptive bikes got our families 
outdoors and exercising. Respite care became 
more important to families than ever. We 
utilized drive-up events to distribute PPE, 
supplies and gifts. I am so proud of our staff 
who have gone above and beyond during 
this difficult time and our community who 
continues to support our mission.

Webb Weiman
My Jump 
Executive Director
Making A Difference
It was a busy Fall. It started in LA by taking 20 
residents from two low-income senior living 
communities to the Van Gogh exhibit. From 
there we took two lovely ladies from Boston 
(who happen to be master quilters) to their 
very first National Quilt show in Philadelphia. 
We then picked up two more ladies from 
Durham, North Carolina who experienced 
their first RV journey through Shenandoah 
National Park. We closed out the year with 
a 3-Generation Skydive in Houston, Texas 
on Veteran’s Day. To fulfill a bucket list wish 
for one Veteran is an honor, but three… that 
was epic! Our focus for the new year will be 
fulfilling more wishes for our seniors here in 
the Coachella Valley.

Sean Webb
Desert Sands Educational 
Foundation Director 
Making A Difference
My primary focus during COVID-19 pandemic 
was to ensure the families of DSUSD and our 
community had access to general information 
they would normally hear daily at school 
sites. With that, Classroom Conversations, 
the Desert Sands Educational Foundation live 
community engagement show was born.  

As things have changed over the past 
months, the show now focuses on everything 
positive in DSUSD and our community.  

I truly have one of the best jobs in the 
Coachella Valley.  
 
Please visit us at foundation.dsusd.us and 
follow @desertsandsef 

Robert “Bob” Wadlow
Grandfathers for Golf, Inc. 
Vice-president
Making A Difference
Grandfathers for Golf, Inc. is a 501(c)3 
organization founded with the primary focus 
of teaching golf to students considered to be 
“at-risk youth” who, based on risk factors 
such as low socioeconomic status, behavioral 
problems, and low achievement, run the 
risk of not acquiring the knowledge, skills, 
attitudes, and behaviors needed to become 
successful adults.

As Vice-president of GfG, my duties include 
recruiting volunteer instructors (usually 
senior citizens) as well as connecting with 
local schools’ after-school programs to attract 
youngsters who would benefit from 
our program. Additionally, I work out 
scheduling for different golf venues and 
schools to maximize student participation. 

Humberto Vela
Academy Of Musical Performance 
Director
Making A Difference
The Academy of Musical Performance (AMP) is 
an incredible music education program whose 
goal is to enrich the lives of young musicians 
age 10-18 living in the Coachella Valley. I have 
been a music instructor at AMP since its incep-
tion in 2015 and now to be the program director 
is just a huge honor. I grew up here in the 
valley and have played music ever since I can 
remember so I absolutely love helping all of 
our talented young musicians with their musi-
cal development and live performance skills in 
a “rock band” style setting. We have also just 
started our private lessons program which is 
off to an incredible start! Here at AMP kids of
all ages can learn from the very best musicians 
in the Desert. We offer Drums, Bass, Guitar, 
Piano, vocal and even recording classes and all 
with financial help for all those that need it. 

Darrell L. Tucci
DAP Health 
Chief Development Officer 
Making A Difference
During COVID, my goal has to been to lift up 
and support those hurting most by increasing 
my personal giving to health and safety net 
organizations.  

At DAP Health, We have continually pivoted 
to meet the needs of our community.  I 
worked closely with the grants, development, 
marketing and retail teams to continually 
shift strategies to meet our financial needs in 
our ever-changing landscape to ensure DAP 
Health’s doors are open to all who need us.  
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